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State Knight of the Year - Bruce Heier 
The 2008-09 State Knight 
of the Year is an exemplary 
model of what it means to 
be a Knight of Columbus.  
Bruce Heier, of Council 
#3034 in Russell, is actively 
involved in all areas of his 
c o u n c i l ’ s  a c t i v i t i e s .  
Recruiting new members is 
the life-blood of our Order 
and this Brother Knight has 
averaged recruiting two 
new members per year 
during his 21 years as a 
member.  He has been a 
member of his council’s 1st 
Degree Team for 15 years, 
a member of a 2nd Degree 
team and served on the 
Hays 3rd Degree team for 

the past 5 years.  He is actively involved in his council and has 
held a number of offices, including Grand Knight, and has been 
his council’s historian for the past 12 years.  He designed and 
supervised construction of the council’s concession trailer which 
is their only fund raiser.  He oversees the upkeep, supplies, set-

State Family of the Year - Billinger Family 

This year’s Kansas State Family of the Year is the Steve and 
Lori Billinger family from Ellinwood  Council # 1187.  

Steve has been a member of the Knights of Columbus for 28 
years. He has held numerous council offices and currently 
serves as the inside guard. Steve’s council has demonstrated 

(Continued on page 2) 

His Excellency Joseph F. Naumann, Archbishop of Kansas 
City in Kansas, was the keynote speaker at the Saturday night 
banquet.  He spoke of the discouraging times and how our Faith 
calls us to hope and that hope is anchored in the victory of the 
life of Jesus. 

He quoted the definition of a knight as a noble defender or 
champion.  He  remarked that the Knights of Columbus 
endeavors to further the cause of Jesus Christ and the Gospels. 

He noted five pastoral priorities every Catholic should strive 
to accomplish in their everyday lives that are fundamental to the 
mission of the Church.  The first priority mentioned by the 
Archbishop is to facilitate an encounter with Jesus and be 
transformed by Him to bring hope and love to the world.  He 
encouraged a strong, vibrant prayer life and the use of God’s 
grace and mercy to become saints of our time. 

The second priority was the use of evangelization to share 
the gift of the gospels with others.  He acknowledged the 
Knights’ methods of evangelization to spread the ancient truths 

The 108th Annual Knights of Columbus Convention opened 
Saturday morning at 8:00 AM with the Most Reverend Paul S. 
Coakley, Bishop of Salina, presiding at Mass in the Regency 
Room.  State Chaplain Rev. David J. Metz, Lawrence Council 
1372 Chaplain Rev. John Schmiedler and other priests 
concelebrated. 

In his homily, Bishop Coakley spoke about the gospel in 
which Christ told the disciples that His Body was true food and 
His Blood was true drink.  Many of the disciples left Him at this 
time.  Jesus then said to the Twelve, “Do you also want to 

108th Annual State Convention Banquet 
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of our Faith to combat society’s constant challenges. 
Another priority was using family life as a tool to pass the 

Faith from one generation to the next.  We need to know our 
Faith in order to pass it on to others. 

The fourth priority was making the love of Jesus tangible by 
serving others in need.  This includes the unemployed struggling  
in these troubled times, the unborn and the disabled.  The 
Archbishop challenged everyone to welcome immigrants as we 
would welcome Jesus.  He reminded us of Jesus’ challenge “I 
was a stranger and you welcomed Me”. 

The last priority declared by the Archbishop is cultivating the 
spirituality of stewardship.  Everything is God’s gift to us and we 
should express that gratitude by using those gifts in honor and 
for the glory of God, our Creator. 

Archbishop Naumann concluded by thanking the Knights of 
Columbus for their love of Jesus and love of the Church, and 
being noble defenders of our Faith. 

leave?” Simon Peter answered him, “Master, to whom shall we 
go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to 
believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God.” 
Bishop Coakley compared the issues of today to the gospel.  He 
said that some are leaving the church due to her stance on Pro-
Life, the sanctity of marriage and opposition to embryonic stem 
cell research.  Some people today find themselves in the same 
situation as those early disciples when faced with tough choices.  
Will we do what the culture of today dictates or will we stay with 
Christ? 

Opening Mass 



their appreciation for his dedication and hard work over the 
years by selecting him as Knight of the Month and  recognizing 
his family’s hard work by selecting them as their Family of the 
Month.  

Steve has been instrumental in coordinating many of the 
council’s major fundraisers such as their annual Pancake and 
Sausage banquet. The funds raised from this event are the main 
source of income for various charities, including the Pro-life 
cause.  Steve has worked for many years to raise money for the 
Special Olympics programs and also helps his council with the 
annual free throw contest.  

Steve, Lori and their children help with other council, church 
and community fundraising events. The funds are used to 
support a local scholarship program for high school seniors.  
Steve and his family have worked through his council to 
construct and erect a pro-life sign at the edge of town.  The 
children painted the sign and continue to help maintain its 
appearance.  Steve and Lori have also worked with their 
children and other kids at the local school to design and create a 
Christian sign they erected near Ellinwood.  

Steve has also served his country with four years in the 
United States Air Force and has served the citizens of Kansas 
for 20 years as a Highway patrolman. He is currently a 
Lieutenant, in charge of supervising State Troopers in his area. 
He was in charge of establishing a command center in 
Greensburg after the recent tornado. 

Steve and his family are active in the community.  After Steve 
started a high school softball program, has coached  softball for 
6 years, and all of his children are involved in sports. Lori  helps 
to organize the league and maintain the scheduling.  

Steve and Lori developed a mentoring program similar to the 
Big Brother program where they try to teach kids to make 
correct life choices. They have organized several youth ski trips 
to Colorado to further those ideals.  

For the past 17 years Steve has taught elementary school 
children about the serious effects and consequences of drug 
and alcohol abuse through the DARE program.  

Steve and Lori have been married for 20 years and have four 
wonderful children. They are all active in St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church and School. Steve has been a lector for 30 years and for 
many years has taught a 17 week course to a core group of 
grade school kids about the Catholic way of life. 

Lori helps Steve with the council and church fundraising 
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6:00 am – 8:00 am Breakfast Brazilian B, C, D 4:30 pm – 6:00 pm Convention Mass Corpus Christi 
Church 

7:30 am Pennies from 
Heaven Parade 

Poolside 6:00 pm Chaplains Social & 
Dinner 

Corpus Christi 
Church 

8:00 am – 1:00 pm Registration Convention Center 
Lobby 

6:30 pm Sunday Dinner Knights of Columbus 
Hall 

8:00 am Opening Prayer Ser-
vice 

Regency Ballroom 9:00 pm Perpetual Adoration 
Closes 

Room 408 

8:30 am Awards Presentation Regency Ballroom 9:00 pm – midnight Hospitality Rooms Poolside 

9:00 am Country Store Brazilian A 10:00 pm Pennies from 
Heaven Auction 

Poolside 

12:00 pm Ladies Lunch Brazilian B, C, D 11:30 pm State Officers Meet-
ing 

State Officer Meet-
ing Room 

12:30 pm Business Session Regency Ballroom    

Today’s Schedule — Sunday, May 3 

activities and is herself active in the Church. Lori is a member of 
the St. Joseph Altar Society and was a teacher at the St. Joseph 
Catholic School, having taught 6th grade for eight years and 3rd 
and 4th grades for six years.    

Lori is a big supporter of Catholic education and works 
endless hours supporting and raising money for St. Joseph 
Catholic School.  Lori helps organize and coordinate the 
German Festival, a very large all day community activity that is 
attended by hundreds.  The funds raised from the event are 
used to support the Catholic school and Catholic education.   

Also, Lori is on the St. Joseph Parish Financial Council and 
has recently been elected to the Dodge City Diocese School 
Council where she will work directly with the Bishop on various 
school issues including Catholic education.  

For the last five years Lori has been working with families and 
young people through the Kansas Social Rehabilitation 
Services. 

Steve and Lori’s children are:  Jane, age 18, a graduate of the 
St. Joseph Catholic School and now a pre-law student at 
Washburn University.  Jane was very active at St Joseph as she 
took part in all phases of the religion education program, was 
active in sports and was a cheerleader for four years. Jane was 
active in debate and last year was named the Kansas State 
Debate Champion.   

A defining moment in Jane’s life came recently while she was 
attending a high school basketball game. One of the referees 
suddenly collapsed from a heart attack and was deemed 
clinically dead. Jane, a fully certified EMT, was undeterred and 
sprang into action. She retrieved the schools defibrillator, rushed 
to the referee’s side and shocked him back to life.  Today, the 
referee is back refereeing and he and the community are very 
thankful for Jane’s quick thinking and action. 

Addie, age 16, is also active in the St. Joseph religious 
education program and the community. One project involved 
organizing and coordinating a trip to New Mexico with a group of 
kids to help build a church for a local community.   

Hannah, age 13, and John, age 8, are also very active in their 
school, church and the community supporting various school 
fundraising events and community improvement projects. 

I think you will agree the Steve and Lori Billinger family 
exemplifies the Catholic family spirit. It is for these reasons and 
many others that the Steve and Lori Billinger family has been 
selected as the Kansas State Family of the Year. 



Recruitment = Circle of Honor 
For the remaining two months of this fraternal year, we must 

be membership conscious. We must seek out and sign up 
potential members and their families to join our honored Order. 

We must be pro-active in promoting and selling the ideals 
that represent the Knights of Columbus to every eligible Catholic 
man and his family. 

Look over your membership rosters, invite the inactive 
members to reactivate their membership. This counts as a new 
member and also an insurance member. Hold an Open House, 
Information Night and explain to the prospective member and 
his family what we do and what the Knights can do for them. 
Schedule first degrees for the remaining two months and recruit 
towards them. Utilize your Council Chaplain, Parish Priest, Field 
Agent and District Deputy. They can assist your council with 
membership recruitment. 

Columbian Award Forms 
Grand Knights: Don’t forget the best time to turn in your 
Council’s SP-7 Columbian Award Form is at the State 
Convention! By turning in the form this weekend you not only 
assure you have completed one of the requirements for Star 
Council (the deadline is June 30 to Supreme), but the State 
Council will also take care of the postage! So save your Council 
the cost of postage and take care of this today! 

Candidates for the 2009 Supreme 

Convention 
Kansas is allowed ten delegates to the Supreme Convention 

in Phoenix, AZ this coming August. The State Deputy and the 
Immediate Past State Deputy are automatic delegates. The 
following are candidates running for the other eight delegate 
positions. 

Charles McNally, DD #1 Russell Bunnel, DD #13 

John Callewaert, DD #18 Douglas Wietharn, DD #23 

Daniel Wimberly, DD #35 Gary Wondra, DD #39 

Linus Pfannenstiel, DD #44 Jeremy Rabe, Columbian 
Squires Chairman 

Convention Mass Today 
The Kansas Knights and their guests will gather today to 

participate in our annual Convention Mass at 4:30 pm at Corpus 
Christi Church. The Celebrant will be Most Reverend Joseph F. 
Naumann, Archbishop of the Kansas City Archdiocese. 
Concelebrants are Most Reverend Eugene J. Gerber, Bishop 
Emeritus of the Wichita Diocese, and Most Reverend George K. 
Fitzsimons, Bishop Emeritus of the Salina Diocese.  

What’s Going on Tomorrow? 
6:00 - 8:00 am Breakfast Barzilian B, C, D 

8:00 am Memorial Mass Regency Ballroom 

9:30 am Business Session Regency Ballroom 

Memorial Mass 
Our annual Memorial Mass for all deceased brother Knights 

will be tomorrow at 8:00 am in Regency A, B, C & D of the 
Convention Center. The Celebrant will be Most Reverend 
Michael O. Jackels, Bishop of the Wichita Diocese. The 
Concelebrant will be Most Reverend Eugene J. Gerber, Bishop 
Emeritus of the Wichita Diocese, along with State Chaplain 
David Metz, Council Chaplains and visiting priests. Join us in 
offering prayers for our deceased members and their families. 

Golf Tournament Winners 
"A" Flight 
 1st place - Baalmann, Baalmann, Baalmann & 
Baalmann 
2nd place - Grothoff, Wright, Fields & Conner 
3rd place - Moore, Moore, Gaede & Hammerl 
  
"B" Flight 
 1st place - Glary, Glary, Mullins & Buser 
2nd place - Hagen, Cook, Boucher & Anderson 
3rd place - Mersman, Gretencord, Gretencord & 
Gretencord 

(Knight of the Year Continued) 

up and tear down, and also makes all the work schedules for the 
trailer. 

Bruce has also served the State Council as a District Deputy 
and is currently serving his second year as Faithful Navigator for 
Marian Assembly #2118.  He is also the Historian for his  
assembly.  Bruce talks on the radio yearly to promote the 
Commitment to Humanities Drive and makes sure the 
newspaper is called for the check presentation from the Knights. 

Religious vocations are a high priority of our Order.  In 
addition to encouraging young men to consider a calling to the 
priesthood, he supports men in the seminary with prayer and 
words of encouragement.  He has been a strong supporter of 
the new church in Russell, from being on the committee to solicit 
pledges, to planning the kitchen and helping with the 
landscaping of the grounds.  Bruce is serving on the Pastoral 
Council of his parish, has taught Religious Education classes 
and helps with the upkeep of the church and grounds. 

He supports the “Culture of Life” by speaking to youth about 
the realities of abortion, and encourages them to visit the sick 
and elderly.  Bruce is a blood donor, donating every two months, 
and also serves as a community volunteer helping with the local 
Special Olympics Team, the Russell Rough Riders.  For many 
years, Bruce has put together phone and camera crews to work 
Public Television’s drives 3-4 times a year 

As a father, he has been involved in the many activities of 
his children, including being a coach for their baseball and 
softball teams for 11 years.  Bruce helps with both council and 
district Free Throw contests each year and has been a volunteer 
helping the Boy Scouts.  Bruce and his wife, Jeanine, support 
Thomas More Prep/Marian High School in Hays by attending 
and donating to local sporting events, musicals/plays, and the 
annual ACE auction to help raise money for the school’s many 
needs. 

His Grand Knight has this to say about Bruce: “I am one of 
many Bruce has recruited to join the Knights of Columbus. I 
personally have benefited from his willingness to be involved 
and I treasure the guidance that he provides.  In summary, 
Bruce is The Knights of Columbus and is very deserving of the 
honor to be named the State Knight of the Year.  Bruce 
exemplifies what we all as Knights of Columbus should be.” 

Greetings from  

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson 
Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson sends greetings on behalf of 
his fellow Supreme Officers and Supreme Directors to all 
brother Knights at the annual Kansas State Convention. The 
complete text of his greeting can be found in the convention 
book you received at check-in. 



Career Opportunity as an  
Insurance Field Agent  

 
The Knights of Columbus has a career 
opportunity for you — an opportunity 
that some say is the best paid hard work 
in the world  —  and an opportunity to 
help the Knights of Columbus in 
“protecting families for generations.” 
 
The life insurance sales career offers 
qualified, dedicated members of the 
Knights of Columbus the chance to 
provide a valuable service to others by 

uncovering prospects’ needs and recommending a life 
insurance solution. Through periodic reviews, the life 
insurance agent helps clients keep abreast of their 
constantly changing financial security situations. Through 
such service, he can enjoy the financial rewards of job 
satisfaction inherent in a professional career.  

 
 

• If you are interested in helping others, maybe you 
should consider the K of C agency force. Your ideas 
— your recommendations based on your ability to 
design appropriate plans to meet them—can have a 
significant effect on your clients' personal and 
business lives.  

 

• If you are interested in career growth, maybe you 
should consider the K of C agency force. Once you 
become established in your career, you are your own 
boss and, after a period of training, you plan and work 
your own hours.  

 

• You also might be interested in the financial 
rewards the career brings — rewards that are in 
proportion to your achievement. In the life insurance 
sales business, you determine your own income, and 
you are paid what you are worth.  

 
Protecting families for generations  

is more than a motto.  
 

For Knights of Columbus agents,  

If you are a Knight, or eligible to become a Knight, this could be the career for 
you. To find out more, feel free to contact our Field Management Department. At 
(203) 772-2130, ext. 261.  

 
OR 

 
Contact One of Our Kansas General Agents 

 
Western Kansas 
 
George Spinelli, LUTCF, CSA 
108 E. 10th St. 
Ellis, KS 67637 
 
Office: 785-726-4899 
Fax: 785-726-4799 
Cell: 785-650-3404 

Central Kansas 
 
Greg Schafer, LUTCF 
832 N. Cypress Ct 
Wichita, KS 67206 
 
Office: 316-683-4900 
Fax: 316-683-4902 
Cell: 316-259-0094 

Eastern Kansas 
 
John Mahon, FICF 
307 Dakota 
Holton, KS 66436 
 
Office: 785-364-5450 
Fax: 785-364-5648 
Cell: 785-554-4686 

also qualified for the Aspirant level. These men join an 
elite group in our industry reserved for only the top 5% of 
life insurance agents both fraternal and commercial 
worldwide.  

The following men were our leaders in 2008 and  
qualified for the Knights of Columbus incentive trip. 
Dave Soukup* Bill Roggenkamp*   Mark Stallbaumer    
Kirby Schmelzle Mark Locke  Joseph Cummings       
Steve Schmidt Darin Reed*      Justin Deges* 
General Agents George Spinelli and John Mahon 
 
*these men also qualified for the Supreme Knights Sales Club 

One of our Kansas field agents was recognized on the 
Knights of Columbus agency incentive trip this year. 
Justin “JJ” Deges of the Western Kansas Agency lead the 
order in long term care policies. JJ beat out 1100 other 
agents worldwide to receive this award. There are only 7 
awards and JJ received the Long Term Care Application 
Leader award.  

Dave Soukup of the Eastern Kansas agency, JJ 
Deges, Dan Reed & Darin Reed of the Western Kansas 
agency have qualified for the prestigious Million Dollar 
Round Table. David will be recognized for the third 
consecutive year. JJ & Dan are first year qualifiers. Darin 

Insurance Agency Awards 


